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galilee
The familiar claim that Galilee has not changed since ancient
times is ill founded. We have only to compare Galilee as it is
today with the descriptions given by ancient writers to realize
the extent of Turkish ravages. Nevertheless, what we may call
the character of the country has not suffered any profound
change, and the environment of the Gospels—that is, the
environment which the three Synoptic Gospels reflect—still
persists in the daily life and ordinary customs of the people,
even to the present day. A traveller who reaches Palestine
with his mind full of the scenes of the Gospel narrative will
find those scenes re-enacted before his eyes so faithfully as to
leave little to the imagination.1
It is perhaps unnecessary to describe the whole of Palestine,
since it does not all concern Jesus directly, but we must at
least glance at Galilee where he was born and grew up.2
At the time of the conquest and division of the Promised
Land, the southern part of Galilee fell to the lot of the tribes
of Naphtali and Asher, the northern part to those of Zebulon
and Issachar, according to tradition.3 Later on Solomon must
have held the district as a private possession since he seems to
have given twenty Galilean cities to Hirani, King of Tyre, as
payment for the costly materials the latter supplied for the
construction of the Temple and the royal Palace.4 But in the
eighth century b.c. the Assyrians of Tiglathpileser extended
their conquests to the south of Syria, and seized the territory
of Naphtali, dispossessing its rightful occupants, though, whether
by massacre, deportation, expulsion or voluntary exile, or by
all four methods at once, is not clear.5 In any case genuine
Jews do not seem to have been very numerous in any part of
Karten und Bildern, Tubingen, 1928, and the collection of photographs
called Das heilige Land, Munich, 1927. For maps consult Hermann
Guthe, Bibelatlas (2nd edit.), Leipzig, 1927.
1	C/. in particular A, Mitrie Rihbany, The Syrian Christ, Melrose,
1921.
2	In addition to the books mentioned in note 1, p. 6, see Merrill, Galilee
in the time of Christ, London, 1891;  the article on Galilee in EB (which
gives a good map);  LXXVII, particularly hook I, chaps, vii and viii;
Bertholet, HI, chap, i, and CCLXXII, 381 ff.
3	Joshua xii. 23 ; xx. 7 ; xxi. 82.    According to Judges i. 30-3, the
invaders did not drive out the original inhabitants, but agreed to accept
tribute from them.   The Israelites cannot have been so very numerous.
4	1 Kings ix. 10 ff.
5	2 Kings xv. 29, only speaks of deportation to Assyria.

